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  Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County  

              Board Meeting Minutes    

                          17 May 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order by the President Louise Caccamise.  Also present were 1st VP Bob 

Weaver; Program Director, Carol Izzo; Elliot C Lee, Web Master, and Acting Recording Secretary, 

Jane Burr. Absent were 2nd VP & Membership Chairman, Mary Lois Kelley, Newsletter Editor, Dianne 

Gorshon;  Corresponding Secretary position is open;  and Treasurer, Harriet Bolin. 

Web site:  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs/index.htm 

Louise said that Mary Lois Kelley and Harriet Bolin were unable to attend this Board Meeting 

or the General Meeting on Sunday due to health issues. 

Louise said minutes from last meeting are not available; Jerry Hale had resigned as Recording 

Secretary due to health issues. 

Louise presented a letter given to her from the Library with a request for an obituary. Bob 

Weaver agreed to follow-up with the request. He said he often gets 5-6 requests/month in the 

Genealogy Room from people asking for obituaries or other local information.  He says he 

helps as much as he can.   

Louise presented the Treasurer’s Report showing a balance on hand to date of $4619.89.  

Upon motions of Bob Weaver, seconded by Carol Izzo, it was decided to accept the treasurer’s 

report. Harriet had given Louise a check for the speaker on the 19th. 

There was discussion about the need for a Corresponding Secretary; Carol said LaVerne Hardin 

had expressed an interest in the past. Louise said she would follow-up with her. Jane asked 

about the job description of the Corresponding Secretary.  Louise said to send sunshine cards 

and keep up with correspondence and advertising the meetings (which is currently being done 

by Bob Weaver)  

Louise said that Dianne Goshorn had suggested that the members be asked to write an article 

for the Newsletter.  Diane said they might tell how their research has been affected by 

something they learned through the speakers or meetings at the Roots & Branches meetings.  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs/index.htm
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Carol spoke about the speaker for Sunday, May 19, Ann Osisek; her topic is “Marching Through 

the Files-Importance of Military Records.”  In June Kim Dolce will be speaking about Fold3 and 

will be charging a fee. Carol asked if she should proceed with a speaker for January, 2014. She 

said Carol Carlisle is available to speak on DNA . Louise and Bob agreed that she should 

progress with her plans; the speaker could be cancelled if necessary.  

Carol said she had attended a program in Ormond Beach where (?) Drew Smith spoke on social 

media and how to use Facebook and Twitter. Carol said she could write an article for the 

newsletter with an overview of the presentation. 

Bob said he had an idea for a program:  in place of a speaker, divide the group into smaller 

groups for a round-table discussion.  He said Jerry Hale had tried to get together a luncheon 

group in the past.  Carol added that she had been to another genealogy group where they  

broke up after the general meeting into groups, either by state or areas, so there could be 

further discussion. 

Louise thanked Bob for the publicity for the meeting in the Beacon and News-Journal, “Good 

job.”  He said he no longer subscribes to the Orlando Sentinel, so does not advertise there. 

Elliott said he will be working with Jerry Hale, previous Web Master.  Jerry had mailed a flash 

drive to Elliott, but it had not yet been arrived. He said he will be able to add minutes and the 

newsletters to the website. 

Jane asked if guests were signing in at the meetings with the names of those people/families 

they are researching.  Louise said this was being done. 

Jane asked about the obituaries, who collects and files them; currently, no one is doing this. 

Louise said there is a need for a volunteer coordinator in the Genealogy Room with Mary Lois’ 

illness.  Carol said that Marsha Zitzelberger and Cindy Steward-Raynor may be interested.  

Louise said she would contact them.  Bob suggested setting up a call-list and a substitute list.  

Discussion about the qualifications of volunteers include: a need to have knowledge about 

Ancestry.com; how to validate findings and the need to validate findings; there to help, not to 

educate or do the research for the person; there is a 10 page booklet with tips and general 

information and a handbook written by Louise. Everyone was asked to consider volunteering. 

Louise said that Dianne Goshorn, the new Newsletter Editor, is unable to attend Board 

Meetings on Friday afternoons.  She asked if the time could be changed to a weekday 
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morning. Elliot is not able to attend on Friday mornings. Louise will follow-up with Dianne to 

determine a new meeting time.  Bob asked about the location; will the conference room be 

available? It was decided that the meeting could be held in the Genealogy Room if necessary. 

Louise said that the next Board Meeting is currently scheduled for June 14, which is the 2nd 

Friday, with the General Meeting on Sunday, June 16. Jane asked if the date might be changed 

due to the 16th being Father’s Day.  Bob said Father’s Day is always on the 3rd Sunday, so there 

is always a conflict.  Attendance is often less because of the holiday. 

Bob Weaver gave an update on the construction of the Book Store at the Library.   

Louise said after the General Meeting June 16, there won’t be any meetings until September. 

Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Burr 


